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772 Suzuki-cho 2-chome, Kodaira-shi, Tokyo 187 Japan Telephone : 0423-83-2151

The Agricultural Chemicals Inspection
Station of the Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries was established in 1947
as the only government agency to inspect
agricultural chemicals (including in-
secticides, fungicides, herbicides, plant
growth regulators and natural enemies for
agricultural use: hereafter referred to as
“pesticides”).

The Station is located in a western sub-
urb of Tokyo and owns 15,884 m? land with
administration and laboratory buildings,
greenhouses, storages, waste-water disposal
plant and other facilities.

OBJECTIVE and BACKGROUND

The main objectives of the Station are to
receive the application for registration
of pesticides and to carry out sampling
inspection of the registered products from
market or factories.

Any pesticide, if it is intended for agri-
cultural use, must be registered by the
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries before sale, according to the Agricul-
tural Chemicals Regulation Law which was
enacted in 1948. The applicant must submit
necessary documents with a specimen of the
product to the Station pursuant to the arti-
cle of the above-mentioned Law.

Historically, inspecting officials of the
Station mainly examined the physical and
chemical properties, content of the active
ingredient of the specimen, and investi-
gated the efficacy and phytotoxicity to the
crops of the product, when the pesticide reg-
istration system started.

Besides the great contribution to the agri-

cultural production, pesticides are now
recognized to have sometimes adverse
effects to men and or environment.
Especially, potential hazards to men aris-
ing from the occurrence of pesticide
residues in food have become a worldwide
problem during the last two decades.

The Law has been amended several times
in order to solve these problems. Conse-
quently, required documents for registra-
tion were increasing year by year. These must
include the following aspects; (1) toxicity
to fish and other aquaticanimals;(2) pesti-
cide residues in crops and in soil; (3) effects
on beneficial insects such as honey bee or
silkworm;(4) toxicity to men and livestock
(acute, subacute and chronic toxicities,
teratology, mutagenicity, effects on repro-
duction, etc.);(5) effects of impurities,
byproducts or auxiliary substances of the
formulated product on human health or en-
vironment.

The Station is also growing gradually in
order to correspond with more complicated
procedures in registration of pesticides.

Furthermore, the Station has to play an
important role in pesticide science to resolve
the occurring problems for registration such
as to seek the systematic analytical methods
of formulated products and pesticide res-
idues in crops and soil, evaluation methods
of pesticide toxicity to aquatic animals, etc.

Organization and Main Work

This Station comprises two Inspection
Divisions with General Administration
Section, and also staffed by Coordinator
and Pestiside Examiner. It has 65 personnel
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in 1986.

General Administration Section: This sec-
tion consists of five branches;general affairs,
finance and accounting, supply and proper-
ty management, personnel management,
and welfare. These branches administer and
support the activity of the Station.

Coordinator: Technical staff of the Direc-
tor for special problems concerned.

Pesticide Examiner : Technical staff of
the Director for evaluation of pesticides.

First Inspection Division: This division
has the following three sections;

Planning and Coordination Section:This
section coordinates the inspection activities
of other sections, acts as a liaison, collects
and offers information including comput-
er outputs, receives the applications for
registration and undertakes the sampling
plan of registered products from the market
or factories.

Toxicology Section: This section exam-
ines documents of various toxicological
studies submitted by applicants referring to
recent approaches including those conduct-
ed ourselves, takes part in the regulation of
toxicological laboratories regarding Good
Laboratory Practices, and guides the label-
ling specification of precausions for safe use.

Technical Research Section: This section
participates in environmental residue sur-
vey, livestock and poultry residue survey,
and byproducts survey, Researches on
the fate of pesticide in soil or water and
systematic methods for separation and iden-
tification of unknown compounds are carri-
ed out.

Second Inspection Division: This division
has the following four sections;

Chemistry Section: This section carries
out formulation analyses by chemical and
physical methods mainly on the samples for
registration and those gathered from market
and factories. Researches are made on the
improvement of methods for formulation
analysis and their standardization and stor-
age stability of pesticides. This section also
supervises quality control of pesticides by
manufacturers.

Biology Section: This section accom-
plishes evaluation of efficacy and phytotox-
icity of pesticides, formulation analyses of
antibiotics and other biological pesticides by
biological methods. Researches on bio-
logical properties of pesticides, and the con-
firmation of pesticide resistance of insect
pests and phytopathogenic microorgan-
isms are also carried out.

Pesticide Residue Section: This section

inspects the pesticide residue data which
were submitted by applicants to control the
pesticide residues in crops.
Researches are made on improvement and
development of analytical methods for resi-
dues of a pesticide and itsrelated compounds
in crops.

Aquatic Animals Safety Section: This
section evaluates harmful effects of pesti-
cides on aquatic animals and indicates
suitable precautions. This section also seeks
new evaluation methods of adverse effects
of pesticides on aquatic animals.
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