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AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS INSPECTION STATION

772 Suzuki-cho 2-chome, Kodaira-shi, Tokyo 187 Japan Telephone : 0423-83-2151

The Agricultural Chemicals Inspection
Station of the Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries was established-in 1947
as the only government agency to inspect
agricultural chemicals (including insecticides,
fungicides, herbicides, plant growth regulat-
ors and natural enemies for agricultural
use : hereafter referred to as “pesticides”).

The Station is located in a western sub-
urb of Tokyo and occupies 15,884m” of land
with administration and laboratory buildings,
greenhouses, storages, a waste-water dispos-
al plant and other facilities.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Any pesticide, if it is intended for agri-
cultural use in this country, must be regist-
ered by the Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries prior to sale, accord-
ing to the Agricultural Chemicals Regulat-
ion Law.

The Law prescribes that the
for registration must submit necessary doc-
uments and specimens of the product to
the Station.

The main objectives of the Station are

applicant

to inspect these documents and specimens
before registration and perform sampling
inspection of registered products from
markets or factories. When the pesticide
registration system started, the main in-
spection items were the physical and
chemical properties, content of the active
ingredient, efficacy and phytotoxicity of
the specimens.

Pesticides have made a great contribut-
ion to agricultural production. However,
it has also been shown that pesticides raise
the possibility of producing adverse effects
on humans and their environment when
these chemicals are not used properly.

The law has been amended several times
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in order to solve these problems. Conse-
quently, the type and amount of required
documents for registration has been in-
creasing year by year.

At present the documents include the
following data:

(1) efficacy and phytotoxicity.

(2) chemical and physical properties, com -
position of technical substance and for-
mulated product and preparing method
of technical substance.

(3) formulation analyses (chemical or bio-
logical assay.)

(4) pesticide and related compound residues
in crops and soils.

(5) toxicity to non-target organisms (fish,
other aquatic organisms, beneficial insects
and wildlife.)

(6) toxicity to humans and live-stock (acute,
subacute and chronic toxicities, teratology,
mutagenicity, effects on reproduction, ete.),
methabolism and pharmacological studies.

(7) effects of active ingredient and impuri-
ties, byproducts or auxiliary substances of
the formulated product on human health
and environment.

Furthermore, the Station is required to
find solutions to technical problems con-
cerning inspection and registration problems,
such as establishment of systematic analytical
methods of formulated products and pesticide
residues in crops and soils, and evaluation
methods of pesticide toxicity to aquatic
animals and non-target organisms. In
order to meet the challenge of the above-
mentioned increase in inspection demand
and to solve inereasingly difficult technical
problems, the Station has been substantially
improved in manpower and facilities.

ORGANIZATION AND MAIN WORK

The Station comprises two inspection



MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

divisions and General Administration Sect-
ion, and also staffed by a coordinator, three
pesticide examiners. It has 67 personnel
members in 1988.

General Administration Section:

This section consists of five branches:
general affairs, finance and accounting,
supply and a property management, person-
These
branches administer and support the activ-
ity of the Station.

Coordinator: Technical staff of the Director
for special problems concerned.

Pesticide Examiner: Technical staff of the
Director for evaluation of pesticides, and

nel management and welfare.

also examines conformity of toxicological
laboratories to good laboratory practices.

First Inspection Division:

This division is separated into the fol-
lowing three sections;

Planning and Coordination Section:

This section coordinates the inspection
activities of other sections, acts as a liaison,
collects and offers information such as
computer data, receives applications for
registration, and undertake sampling plans
of registered produets from markets or fac-
tories.

Toxicology Section:

This section examines documents of
various toxicological studies submitted by
applicants according to registration require-
ments and inspects the safety of workers
on the basis of the documents. It deter-
mines caution and warning statements on
product labels. It also examines conformity
of toxicological laboratories to good labo-
ratory practices.

Technical Research Section:

This section makes a survey of pesticide

and their byproducts in the natural envi-
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ronment, also an inspection and research
on quality of technical products.

Second Inspection Division:

This Division is separated into the fol-
lowing four sections;
Chemistry Section:

This section carries out formulation
analyses by chemical and physical methods
mainly on the samples for registration and
those gathered from markets and factories.
Rescarch is done on the improvement and
standardization of formulation analyses and
storage life evaluation methods. This sec-
tion also supervises the quality control of
pesticide production in manufacturers.
Biology Section:

This section conducts efficacy and phy-
totoxicity evaluation of pesticides in addi-
tion to formulation analyses of anti-biotics
and other biological pesticides by biologi-
cal methods. Research on the biological
properties of pesticides, and the confirma-
tion of pesticide resistance in insect pests
and phytopathogenic microorganisms, is
also carried out.

Pesticide Residue Section:

This section inspects the pesticide residue
data which were submitted by applicants
to control the pesticide residues in crops.
Research is made on improvement and
development of analytical methods for
residues of pesticides and their related com-
pounds in crops.

Non-target Organisms Safty Section:

This section evaluates harmful effects of
pesticides on non-target organisms and in-
dicates suitable precautions in use. This
section also seeks new methods for evalu-
ating pesticide toxicity to non-target organ-
isms.



-  BEYMEERREU AN

O FIARREERE O£ Y B E X B 0O BEHRERE
O FE2EAFEEERE O FHEYRLBRER O BENAERR
© LZHBREERE O kEIMSHEEERE O 3B W EE

RBEHE R O REFRN 5 DRERE

migE | B

o i

RN AR 2 T HT7 25
T187 TEL 0423(83)2151—4

il ——

B g

NEHC. O

pesam | @TPREERENEILOTFENZI05

. BEREFRETEES 25

o BRHEMILNSH T E/ 2105
. - BER BT E RS 24

- | e EEEEMILINSH T EEE155






